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12 DARK UNION: BAD HISTORY 


A new book on the Lincoln assassination resurrects and 
expands upon old myths on the basis of documents of 
doubtful authenticity. —Ed Steers Jr. and Joan Chaconas 
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Pesdnbahantinclnin dog. -32 THE RIFLE MUSKET AND ASSOCIATED TACTICS 
dee oe ik How did tactics change during the Civil War, and how 
were those changes related to the introduction of the rifle 
| musket? —Brent Nosworthy 


44 ABRAHAM LINCOLN: SAVIOR OR TYRANT? 


Was the sixteenth president the savior of the Union and 
the “Great Emancipator,” or merely a power-hungry 
tyrant? A leading critic and a noted Lincoln scholar debate 
the question. —Thomas DiLorenzo and Gerald Prokopowicz 


58 “SHOT TO PIECES” 
The Battle of Lone Jack, Missouri, on August 16, 1862, 
was one of the most savage of the war. —Matt Matthews 
and Kip Lindberg 
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Union soldiers guard the entrance to a powder 76 THE TRUCE AT COLD HARBOR 


magazine dug into the parapet of Fort Brady. 


(“‘The Rifle Musket and Associated Tactics” page 32) Who was responsible for the fact that the wounded lay 
——————— - —— unattended for days between the lines at Cold Harbor? 
Cay Oe 
eed) te, —Gordon C. Rhea 
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Detail from Lone Jack Map #3 
(“Shot to Pieces” page 58) 
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Detail from Map #3, Horseshoe Ridge: Twilight. 
(“Hell on Horseshoe Ridge” page 22 ) 
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From this position Confederate gunners 
battled Federal gunboats on the Cumberland River. 
(“Gateway to the Heartland” page 46) 


President Abraham Lincoln, c. 1864. 
(“Not One Word ... Will I Ever Recall” page 74) 
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12 THE TORTUROUS PATH TO SECESSION, 1832-1859 


In the early decades of the new republic, the majority of 
Southerners shunned secession. — William W. Freehling 


22 HELL ON HORSESHOE RIDGE 


The reality of the Union defense of Horseshoe Ridge and 
Snodgrass Hill at Chickamauga surpasses even the 
legend. —Patrick Brennan 


46 GATEWAY TO THE HEARTLAND 


The Forts Henry and Donelson Campaign opened the 
way to the invasion of the South. —Kendall D. Gott 


62 HOW GOOD A GENERAL WAS SHERMAN? 


Two historians debate the pros and cons of William 
Tecumseh Sherman’s military skills. —Albert Castel 
and Steven E. Woodworth 


74 “NOT ONE WORD ... WILL | EVER RECALL” 


The Emancipation Proclamation was the culmination of 
Abraham Lincoln’s efforts to eradicate slavery. 
—Allen C. Guelzo 


84 SON OF THE SOUTH, DEFENDER OF THE UNION 


Kentucky-born, Mississippi-raised William P. Sanders 
was an outstanding leader of cavalry. —Dorothy E. Kelly 
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12 WHO WERE THE WORST TEN GENERALS? 


A panel of historians discusses which generals rendered 
the most disservice to their cause. —Craig L. Symonds, 
John Y. Simon, Steven H. Newton, Keith Poulter, Stephen 
W. Sears, and Steven E. Woodworth 


cathari 26 HIGH TIDE FOR GETTYSBURG? 
ircraain Ss ha ere Has the Civil War’s best-known battle been exhausted as 
ew yallaces rall [rom Grace page . : . 
NB ah a topic for serious scholarship?—Gary W. Gallagher 


32 LEW WALLACE’S FALL FROM GRACE 

Popular history has it that Lew Wallace lost his way at 

| Shiloh, and in consequence was removed from field 

command until March 1864. The reality is rather more 
complex. —Gail M. Stephens 


“50 THE BATTLE OF FREDERICKSBURG 


A hitherto unpublished Union surgeon’s eye-witness 
account.—Franklin B. Hough, M.D. 


96 IN THE SHADOW OF THE LIGHT BRIGADE: The 
Charge of Frémont’s Bodyguard 
(= 7 ED At Springfield, Missouri, on October 25, 1861, Major 
= ’ ae a eee eR Charles Zagyoni led three hundred Union troopers ina 
after capturing Braet uke dramatic charge against men of the Missouri State 
Guard. It was his first and last Civil War action. 
—Kip Lindberg and Jeff Patrick 


74 IN DEFENSE OF GOVERNOR ISHAM G. HARRIS 


Has the governor who led Tennessee out of the Union 
been unjustly criticized? —Larry J. Daniel 


80 “RIGHT MAKES MIGHT” 


How Abraham Lincoln’s Cooper Union speech placed 
him firmly on the national stage. —Harold Holzer 
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Major General Patrick R. Gictiene 
(Field Report, page 96) 
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12 THE OVERLAND CAMPAIGN OF 1864 


The Overland Campaign was a contest of wits and guile 
between the Civil War’s best two generals. —Gordon C. Rhea 


> — =! 28 “LEE’S ARMY IS REALLY WHIPPED” 
Military telegraph battery wagon of the Army of the Potomac. 3 : 
(“Lee's Army is Really Whipped” page 28) Ulysses S. Grant and intelligence assessment from the 
. Wilderness to Cold Harbor. — Willim B. Feis 


38 SECOND GUESSING BOBBY LEE 
Was there anything Robert E. Lee could have done to 
produce a different outcome to the campaign? 
—Mark Grimsley 


50 “! HOPE TO GET WOUNDED IN THE ARSE” 


Military justice during Grant’s Overland Campaign. 
—Thomas P. Lowry 


56 “ID RATHER DIE THAN BE WHIPPED” 
Jeb Stuart’s fatal stand at the Battle of Yellow Tavern. 
—Patrick Brennan 


75 “YOUR HUSBAND'S NOBLE SELF-SACRIFICE” 


On May 15, 1864, a little-known struggle took place on 
Myer’s Hill at the extreme left of the Union line at 
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Genera eben 2 Tee Spotsylvania. —John F. Cummings, II 
(“Second Guessing Bobby Lee” page 38) 
- ____ §2 CHARLES WHILDEN: UNSUNG HERO OF THE 
; BLOODY ANGLE 


Charles Whilden managed to fail at most things he 
attempted, but for one glorious moment at Spotsylvania 
he held the fate of an army in his hands. 

—Gordon C. Rhea 
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Vicious fighting at the Mule Shoe. 
(“Charles Whilden: Unsung Hero of the Bloody Angle” page 82 ) 
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July 2-18, 1864 map detail. 
(“Early’s Raid on Washington” page 12) 
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“Light 12-pounder Napoleon gun” by Edwin Forbes. 
(“The Guns of Gettysburg” page 44) 
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Detail of the flag carried by 
Battery I, Ist Artillery (Light), New York Volunteers 
(“These Are Glorious Insignia” page 56) 
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12 THE CAMPAIGN THAT MIGHT HAVE CHANGED 


THE WAR—AND DID 
Jubal Early’s 1864 raid on Washington, D.C. 
—B. Franklin Cooling 


24 EVADERS, RESISTERS, AND PREDATORS 
Behind the front lines Southern resistance to Confederate 
authority took various forms. 
—Steven H. Newton 


36 THE CONFEDERATE GOVERNOR OF NEW MEXICO 
AND HIS ABOLITIONIST KIN 
Like many families, that of the short-lived governor of 
New Mexico was sharply divided on the issue of slavery. 
—James D. Livingston 


44 THE GUNS OF GETTYSBURG 
How much did developments in artillery affect the Civil 
War battlefield? A comparison of the battles of 
Gettysburg and Waterloo. —Steven D. Fratt 


56 “THESE ARE GLORIOUS INSIGNIA” 
Flags carried at Gettysburg are being restored and 
exhibited at the New York State capitol. —Michael Russert 
and Christopher Morton 


70 THE LAFOURCHE OFFENSIVE 


Confederate general Richard Taylor’s attempt to relieve 
the siege of Port Hudson. 


—Curtis W. Milbourn 
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A Southern volunteer. 
(“Our Liberties and Institutions” page 12) 26 
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A Navy 32-pounder in Castle Battery. 
(“Defense of the Mississippi Valley” page 50) 


Counties subject to 
periodic Union 
occupation, 1862-1865 


Detail of northern Alabama and the Confederate heartland. 
(“Td Rather Go To Hell” page 70) 
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OUR LIBERTIES AND INSTITUTIONS 


Soldiers on both sides saw the opposing section as consti- 
tuting a direct threat to the practice of self government, the 
principles of liberty and equality, and the proper balance 
between God, government, society, family, and the indi- 
vidual. At the heart of the threat, each side believed, was 
the other’s stance on slavery. —Chandra Miller Manning 


“WHIPPED AND ROUTED” 


The extraordinary twelve-mile running engagement that 
saw Union forces under Brigadier General James G. Blunt 
face off against Confederates under Brigadier General John 
S. Marmaduke on Cane Hill, Arkansas, was the essential 
prelude to the Battle of Prairie Grove. —William L. Shea 


A QUAKER FAMILY AT WAR 


The Marshall family of Iowa and Indiana paid dearly for 
their decision to take up arms in defiance of their faith. 
—Peter Sleeth 


DEFENSE OF THE MISSISSIPPI VALLEY 


As the war moved away from the Mississippi Valley it was 
necessary for the Union to hold certain strategic points, 
protect shipping, and keep Confederate forces busy—with 
as few troops as possible. —Jeff T: Giambrone 


“?D RATHER GO TO HELL” 
In north Alabama’s Tennessee Valley many whites stayed 
loyal to the Union, and together with free blacks and slaves 
provided a valuable counter-insurgency force that was 
swiftly co-opted by the occupying U.S. Army. 

—Margaret Storey 
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Detail from Currier & Ives’ depiction of the 
Battle of Gettysburg, July 3, 1863. 
(“Voices of Gettysburg” page 12) 
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Map detail of the Tygart River Valley. 
(“West Virginia 1861” page 44) 
le 
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General John A. Logan, field commander 
at the Battle of Ezra Church. 
(“A Human Hurricane on Horseback” page 70) 
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12 VOICES OF GETTYSBURG 


How the men of the Army of the Potomac viewed the 
Gettysburg Campaign.—Eric A. Campbell 


24 WHY THE CONFEDERATE INSURGENCY FAILED 
Military historians have identified four elements critical 
to a successful insurgency. How many of these did the 
Confederacy possess? —Ethan S. Rafuse 


36 HOOP SKIRTS IN CAMP 
The presence of women—in a variety of roles—did much 
to raise the morale of the men of the 154th New York 
Infantry. —Mark Dunkelman 


44 WEST VIRGINIA 1861: A TALE OF A GOOSE, 
A DOG, AND A FOX 


Though a success, the 1861 campaign in western Virginia 
had the unfortunate effect of propelling General George 
B. McClellan into top command. —Albert Castel 


58 VICKSBURG THE KEY 
Confederate retention of the “Gibraltar of the West” was 
vital to the maintenance of the Trans-Mississippi supply 
line. —Terrence J. Winschel 


70 A HUMAN HURRICANE ON HORSEBACK 
“Black Jack” Logan was one political general who 
demonstrated a talent for military leadership. 
—Gary Ecelbarger 
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